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Gene drive technology is 100% non-profit

• Intellectual property prevents for-profit use to enable public health applications



<Videos explaining gene drive>
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Predator-Free 2050 seeks to eradicate invasive black and brown rats from Aotearoa



Our work is guided by Maori iwis of Aotearoa



Esvelt KM (2016) Nature
Esvelt KM (2017) Science
Kofler et al (2019) Science

We need a registry for ecological editing research

• Openly share proposals before experiments begin

• Actively invite concerns & community guidance

• Require community sponsorship to register and proceed
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Key Points

● We need a registry requiring local community guidance of all applied research

● Ecological effects depend on the alteration and the organism, not the drive system

● There are many kinds of gene drive: some offer much better localization than a normal engineered gene

● Indigenous communities are interested in ecological editing technology and are guiding development 

● The technology is 100% non-profit, and intellectual property can keep it that way 

The local communities who will be affected and know their environments best should guide and decide


